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DESIGN+ Disruptions, Realities, Futures
18" DEFSA Conference 18 -19 September 2025

INTRODUCTION

Conference overview and publication of proceedings

The 18™ DEFSA Conference was hosted by Nelson Mandela University in cooperation with AFDA in
Ggeberha from 18 to 19 September 2025. This was the second hybrid conference hosted by DEFSA.
The theme of the conference: Design+ Disruptions, Realities, Futures, encouraged exploration of the
dynamic intersections of design, education, technology, culture, social change and realities. It
challenged researchers and educators to reflect on the tensions and aligned objectives between the
physical and digital realms, and supports a reimagining of the phygital multi-modal reality. Grounded
in contextually relevant discourse, the papers resonate with Afrikan-centred and global perspectives,
envisioning design’s transformative role in shaping more sustainable, inclusive and impactful futures.

The initial call for abstracts published on the DEFSA website and circulated to member institutions
resulted in the submission of 126 abstracts. 100 abstracts were accepted for full papers and 11
conceptual research papers. A final total of 72 full papers were received for the second review.
Subsequent to the double-blind peer review process, 62 papers were accepted, 9 rejected, and 1 of
the accepted papers was withdrawn. Over the two days of the conference the 61 papers were
presented, representing seventeen public and private Higher Education institutions that offer design
education in South Africa, Botswana and the United Kingdom. The Hybrid format of the conference
resulted in over 160 conference registrations over the course of the two days of the conference.
Additionally, to the proceedings, a welcoming cocktail event was held on the evening of the first day
of the conference, followed by a gala dinner on the evening of the last day of the conference. The
conference programme included insights and engagements from the Department of Sports and Arts
and Culture (DSAC), which worked closely with DEFSA between 2024 and 2025 on various DSAC-
funded initiatives facilitated by DEFSA. The DSAC-funded initiatives and conference engagement
highlighted the importance of DEFSA and the future visions for the organisation and key stakeholders.

All abstracts and full papers for the conference and subsequent publication were selected using a
double-blind peer review process, which ensured that both authors and reviewers remained
anonymous during the process. The double-blind peer review of the full paper was completed prior
to the conference by a group of academics drawn from 35 institutions representing the disciplines of
Architecture, Communication Design, Education, Fashion Design, Fine Art, Graphic Design, Jewellery
Design, Interior Design, Photography and Visual Studies. A list of the peer reviewers is included in the
Conference Proceedings. Authors received feedback in the form of peer review reports.
Improvements and corrections to papers could be implemented prior to the conference but were
necessary for acceptance in the Conference Proceedings. Authors were asked to reflect and report on
the reviewers’ comments by highlighting the changes that they made in response to the report.
Ultimately, 59 papers have been published in the 18tn DEFSA Conference Proceedings.
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Forward by Editors

This 18th national DEFSA conference takes place amid polarising times where humanity still aims to
thrive amidst technological advancements and uncertainty, societal strain and displacement of
communities impacted by political, economic and environmental effects and disruptions. With this in
mind, the conference theme aimed to present a channel for discussion of these social realities and
their intersection with design education, research and practice. Through speculative provocations,
authors were invited to propose their research that may disrupt and, more importantly, expand our
thinking of our position as people, community members, designers, educators and researchers.

This was the second conference that was in a hybrid format, which allowed for physical and digital
engagement. Over the two days, the papers and discussions celebrated design as a powerful tool for
innovation, cultural preservation, and societal transformation. The conference cultivated an
atmosphere where ideas converged to critically examine the present and imagined possible futures of
design education and practice. Through a dialogical and participatory approach and by posing open-
ended questions, the 2025 DEFSA conference aimed to highlight transformative collaboration and
multidisciplinary perspectives while integrating Afrikan-centred and global insights into design
education and practice for societal impact.

The 2025 DEFSA conference theme, Design+ Disruptions, Realities, Futures, was open to
interpretation and further guided by the following three subthemes.

Design + Digital Disruptions and Technology Integration

The first sub-theme encouraged the exploration of opportunities for innovation that emerge from a
deeper understanding of artificial intelligence (Al) and its impact on design processes. It considers how
the gap between industry and design education can be bridged in a technology-driven era and
examines ways in which emerging technologies can enhance design education, practice, and creative
development.

Design + Societal Realities, Impact and Cultural Preservation

The second sub-theme celebrates Afrikan-centred design and visual arts as vital expressions of
identity, heritage and cultural continuity. It acknowledges the importance of critical design
approaches that interrogate and reveal the complexities of societal protest and disruption, while also
addressing the importance of cultural pride and the preservation and practice of indigenous
knowledge that coexists in an increasingly globalised world.

Design + Sustainability and Future-Focused Design

The third sub-theme aimed to foster dialogue on how sustainable principles can be meaningfully
integrated into design education and professional practice. It invites rethinking design’s role in
responding to evolving global challenges and shaping impactful, human-centred futures. The theme
also emphasises designing for engagement through collaborative, dialogical, and multidisciplinary
approaches that strengthen design education, practice, and community building.

In setting the stage for the conference interactions, the keynote speakers were an integral part in
upholding the forward-thinking Afrikan-centred dialogue that echoes throughout the conference
discourse. Cultural heritage, as Professor Lilac Osanjo emphasised on the first day, is not confined to
artefacts we can see and touch, but it is equally found in the traditions, oral histories, performing arts,
social practices, craftsmanship, and rituals that are passed down through younger generations. To
frame heritage in this way is to recognise it as living, dynamic, and deeply intertwined with our
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identities. It is also important to acknowledge that engaging with heritage is not a passive act of
preservation, but a disruptive one that challenges us to rethink how we teach, practice, and embody
design in ways that honour diversity and affirm cultural continuity.

Our second keynote speaker challenged us to imagine progressive policy not as distant theory but as
radical change in the very fabric of our cities, through change that reclaims public space, makes it fun
and safe, and shifts mindsets so that communities become active citizens in shaping their
environments. Through the Young Urbanists platform, Roland Postma emphasises that open dialogue
and action are essential in confronting the apartheid legacies that continue to shape our urban
landscapes. Their call for economic, social, environmental, and spatial justice speaks directly to the
heart of this conference, positioning design as a catalyst not only for transformation in classrooms and
studios, but in the lived realities of our streets, neighbourhoods, and shared spaces.

Keynote Speaker: Professor Lilac Osanjo

A specialist in design research, design management, and entrepreneurship, Professor Lilac Osanjo
began her career in advertising before transitioning to academia. She has taught at the Technical
University of Kenya (TUK), Kenya Technical Teachers College (KTTC), and is currently Dean of the
Faculty of the Built Environment and Design at the University of Nairobi. Prof. Osanjo has been
instrumental in promoting design in Afrika, earning recognition as a Simba Club member at the Pan
African Design Institute (PADI), patron of Design Kenya Society (DKS), and board member at The Kenya
Fashion Council. She has also received the Women in Real Estate (WIRE) Legends and Leaders Award
(2024) and the Africa Interior Design Week Leadership, Innovative Spirit, and Dedication Award (2023).
Her expertise extends to design competitions, having served as a jurist for the German Design Awards
(GDA), Turkey Design Week, and the Kshs 100 million for Artists in Nairobi. She is also a visiting
Professor at the University of Johannesburg (UJ) and an adjunct faculty member at Wuhan University
of Technology, China. Holding a PhD in Design, MSc in Entrepreneurship, and BA in Design, Prof.
Osanjo brings a wealth of knowledge and experience to the conference.

Keynote Speaker: Roland Postma

Roland holds a first-class honours degree in Urban and Regional Planning from RMIT University. He is
the Managing Director at Young Urbanists South Africa, where he plays multiple roles in shaping urban
South Africa into a more inclusive, people-first society. Through his work, he empowers civil society—
especially young professionals in the built environment—to actively engage with urban policy and
planning. A strong advocate for youth-led urban development, Roland works at the intersection of
urban planning, architecture, and design, fostering collaboration between communities and local
governments to build cities that serve everyone. At Young Urbanists, he contributes to the Active
Mobility Forum, which promotes the reallocation of road space from private vehicles to active mobility
and public transport users. He also co-founded the Safe Passage Programme, a public-private
partnership dedicated to connecting informal and formal urban areas by transforming spaces to be
greener, safer, and more affordable. Roland also serves on the committee of Friends of Liesbeek,
where he advocates for green infrastructure, including Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS)
and the rehabilitation of urban waterways. Beyond Young Urbanists, he is a founding curator of Design
Week South Africa, and believes in the power of design to democratise public space and confront
pressing societal challenges, from inequality to climate change. His contributions to the field have
earned him recognition in the SCAPE Top 100 (2025) and the Mail & Guardian’s Top 200 Young South
Africans.
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PEER REVIEWERS

DESIGN+ Disruptions, Realities, Futures
18" DEFSA Conference 18 -19 September 2025

The 2025 DEFSA Conference peer review group have more than 700 years of combined experience in
Higher Education. The peer review process for the 18th DEFSA conference and publication of the
conference proceedings followed two phases. In the first phase abstracts were submitted and peer
reviewed in a rigorous double-blind peer review process. The peer reviews and reports were verified

by the peer review committee and based on the outcomes approved abstracts were accepted into the
conference and authors received feedback.

In the second phase, full papers were submitted by authors and again went through a double-blind
peer review process before the conference. Reviewers received a review guideline and review reports

were completed online to a secure location on the DEFSA website. The papers selected and approved
through this process, and which were presented at the conference, are then published in this
conference proceedings.

The double-blind peer review process ensures that each abstract and paper is reviewed by two people,

and that authors and reviewers who are experts in their field remain anonymous.

Surname Name Title |Qualification Institution Role

Ababneh Alaa Dr PhD Digital Heritage Universitat Lecturer in Digital
Autonoma de Heritage
Barcelona

Ambala AT Prof |PhD University of Associate Professor
Johannesburg

Anand Puja Prof |PGCHE - Nottingham Pearl Academy Professor Interior

Trent University Architecture and Design,
Styling

Assibey Ginn Bonsu | Dr DTech Design Kwame Nkrumah |Senior Lecturerin
University of Sustainable Graphic
Science and Design and Brands
Technology Communications

Basson Jean-Pierre |Dr PhD Construction Nelson Mandela Head of Department:

Management University Architecture (Senior
Lecturer)

Bawa Al-hassan Dr PhD in Arts Tamale Technical Lecturer in Graphic
University Communication Design

Bennett Jhono Dr PhD Architecture University of Cape |Senior Lecturer
Town

Breytenbach |Amanda Ms MBA University of Senior Lecturer
Johannesburg

© Copyright 2025 Design Education Forum of Southern Africa (www.defsa.org.za)

Vi



http://www.defsa.org.za/

Burger Yolandi Dr PhD Higher Education | IIE Vega School / Supervisor / Research
Studies Loughborough Fellow
University
Caccavale Elio Prof |MA (RCA) The Glasgow Professor of
School of Art Transdisciplinary Design
Innovation
Cadle Bruce Ass. |MTech GD Nelson Mandel Research Associate
Prof University
Carstens Lizette Ms MA Information Design |The IIE Vega Deputy Dean Design
up
Chetty Sonali Ms Master of Architecture |Durban University |Lecturer in Interior Design
(MArch) of Technology
Chetty Chetty Chetty | Chetty Chetty Chetty
Chitte Sanmitra Prof |MDes World University of | Dean
Design
Datta Amrita Ms MFA Visual Herron School of | Assistant Professor
Communication Design | Art and Design,
Indiana University,
Indianapolis
de Klerk Anneke Prof | PhD Vlsual Arts Vaal University of | Associate Professor:
Technology Visual Arts and Design
Di Ruvo Monica Dr DTech Design Cape Peninsula HoD: Applied Design, Snr
University of Lecturer Design
Technology Postgraduate studies
Erasmus Suzanne Ms M.Tech Degree in Fine |Greenside Design | Programme Lead and
Art Center, College of |Lecturer Critical Studies
Design
Fan Chen Dr PhD Design Education | Tongji University Postdoctoral Researcher
Fenn Terence Dr PhD Informatics University of HOD Multimedia
Johannesburg
Fischer Steffen Mx MA Migration and Greenside Design | Lecturer in Interior Design
Displacement, MTech |Center
Architecture (Prof.)
Geyer Sadiyah Ms MA Design (with University of Lecturer in Interior Design
specialisation in Interior | Johannesburg
Design)
Giloi Susan Dr PhD Education Inscape Lecturer
Harrison Peter Hugh |Mr MTech Industrial Design | Inscape Education |Postgraduate Academic
Group (Pty), Ltd. Manager
Harvey Neshane Prof |PHD Education (Design |University of Vice Dean Research and
Education) Johannesburg Internationalization,
Faculty of Art, Design and
Architecture
Hayes- Hayley Dr PhD in Design History Inscape Education |Lecturerin BA Hons in
Roberts Group and UCT Design (dissertation) and

Visual Communication
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Henke Niklas Dr PhD Université Non-Permanent Research
Grenoble Alpes Member
(GRESEC
Laboratory)
Herbst Marina Ms MA Graphic Design North-West Lecturer Graphic Design
University
Hugo Cheri Mrs PhD candidate Women |Cape Peninsula History of Art Lecturer/
and Gender studies University of Applied Design , Faculty of
uwc Technology Informatics and Design
Janse van Mieke Ms MTech Fashion Design | Nelson Mandela Lecturer in Fashion Design
Rensburg University
Jogie Mohammed | Mr MA Arts and Design Tshwane University | Lecturer in Integrated
of Technology Communication Design
Jogie Mohammed | Mr Master of Art & Design |TUT Lecturer
Kehle Chiedza Ms MA Visual Art Open Window Lecturer in User
Education Institute Experience Design
Kempen Elizabeth Prof |PhD in Philosophy University of South | Professor
Africa
Kruger Runette Prof |PhD Visual Studies DUT Honorary Research
Associate
Kucuk Mine Prof |PhD Fine Arts Education | Eskisehir Vice Dean of Art and
Osmangazi Design Faculty, Lecturer in
University Visual Communication
Design
Lambert lan Dr PhD College for Creative | Dean of Graduate Studies
Studies, Detroit
Mabale Nthabiseng | Mrs | Master of Arts in University of Lecturer
Design Johannesburg
Maharajh Reshma Dr PhD Visual Art University of Senior Lecturer
Johannesburg
Mahlangu Nomalanga |Ms M.Arch University of Lecturer
Johannesburg
Maione Lisa Ms MPFA Graphic Design Kansas City Art Associate Professor of
Institute Graphic Design
Mathee Thinus Dr EdD (Creative and Independent Consultant
Media)
Mchunu Khaya Prof |PhD Visual and University of Head of Department
Performing Arts Johannesburg
Mokgatla Oratile Rose |Ms MA Design Maynooth Assistant Lecturer in
University Product Design &
Innovation
Mollel- Nailejileji Dr DTech Fashion Tshwane University | Postdoctoral Research
Matodzi of Technology Fellow
Morris Amanda Mrs MTech Graphic Design | Cape Peninsula Lecturer and Faculty Work

University of
Technology

Integrated Learning
Coordinator
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Msutu Bongisa Miss | MA Heritage Greenside Design | Lecturer in Interior Design
(Architecture) Center
Munro Allan Prof |PhD Theatre Retired/unaffiliated | supervisor and promoter
of Masters and
Doctorates
Myles Miranda Prof | MA Communications, Xavier University of | Art & Performance
Jackson MFA Graphic Design Louisiana Studies Department Head
and Assistant Professor of
Digital Design
Nana Keshni Ms MTech Fashion University of Lecturer
Johannesburg
Newman Nina Ms MTech Tshwane University | Lecturer in Jewellery
of Technology Design and Manufacture
Ojo Olutunmise |Dr PhD Art and Design: Central University |Senior Lecturer in
Adesola Communication Design | of Technology, Free | Communication Design
State
Pandarum Reena Dr PhD ( Textile Science) University of South | Senior Lecturer in
specialising in 3D body | Africa Clothing and Textiles
scanning to Apparel,
Health and Consumer
Behaviour
Pinho Adriano Mr MSc Design University of Design PhD Candidate
Aveiro
Potter Mary-Anne |Dr PhD (D Litt et Phil) Inscape Lecturer in Design
Research
Prinsloo llse Mrs MTech Interior Design | University of Head of Department
Johannesburg
Salaam Safia Dr PhD Education professional Academic Quality
Assurance
Scholtz Micaela Ms MA Graphic Design Nelson Mandela Lecturer in Graphic
University Design, Postgraduate
Coordinator (MA)
Setlhatlhanyo | Keiphe Nani | Dr PhD in Design ( Design | University of Lecturer in Design
Heritage and Cultural Botswana
Symbolism)
Smal Desiree Prof |DTech: Design University of Vice-Dean: Teaching and
Johannesburg Learning
Snaddon Bruce Dr PhD Design Cape Peninsula Senior Lecturer and
University of Postgraduate Studies
Technology Coordinator
Strydom Mariette Dr PhD (Consumer University of South | Senior Lecturer
Science) Africa
Sulelo Nande Ms MSc in Education IIE School of Teaching and Learning

Hospitality and
Service
Management

Manager
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Taljaard- Hanri Dr PhD Consumer Science |University of Lecturer in Consumer
Swart Pretoria Science (Clothing Retail
Management)
Torrell Betty Prof | MArch Morgan State Associate Professor in the
University School of Architecture
and Planning
van Zyl Ria Dr PhD in the IIE-Vega Dean
Management of
Innovation and
Technology
Yang Yeqiu Prof, |PhD in Design Shanghai Aurora Full Professor
Dr College
YU Boyuan Dr PhD in Architecture The Chinese Teaching Assistant in
University of Hong | Architecture
Kong
Yunus Said Mr MEd in Educational State University of |Lecturer in Educational

Technology. PhD
student in ICT in
Education

Zanzibar (SUZA)

Technology
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