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To whom it may concern, 

 

This letter serves as a confirmation that the conference organisation and conference proceedings, 

ISBN: 978-1-0492-2302-5 (e-book), adhered to the DHET rule on Conferences and Conference 

Proceedings. The conference proceeding is published by the Design Education Forum of Southern 

Africa (DEFSA) on the following website: www.defsa.org.za.  

The 18th DEFSA Conference was hosted by Nelson Mandela University in cooperation with AFDA in 

Gqeberha from the 18th to the 19th of September 2025. This was the second hybrid conference 

hosted by DEFSA.  The theme of the conference: Design+ Disruptions, Realities, Futures, encouraged 

exploration of the dynamic intersections of design, education, technology, culture, social change and 

realities. It challenged researchers and educators to reflect on the tensions and aligned objectives 

between the physical and digital realms, and supports a reimagining of the phygital multi-modal 

reality. Grounded in contextually relevant discourse, the papers resonate with Afrikan-centred and 

global perspectives, envisioning design’s transformative role in shaping more sustainable, inclusive 

and impactful futures. 

The 2025 DEFSA conference theme, Design+ Disruptions, Realities, Futures, was open to 

interpretation and further guided by the following three subthemes. 

• Design + Digital Disruptions and Technology Integration 

• Design + Societal Realities, Impact and Cultural Preservation 

https://www.defsa.org.za/2025-defsa-conference
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• Design + Sustainability and Future-Focused Design 

 

The initial call for abstracts published on the DEFSA website and circulated to member institutions 

resulted in the submission of 126 abstracts. 100 abstracts were accepted for full papers and 11 

conceptual research papers. A final total of 72 full papers were received for the second review. 

Subsequent to the double-blind peer review process, 62 papers were accepted, 9 rejected, and 1 of 

the accepted papers was withdrawn. Over the two days of the conference the 61 papers were 

presented, representing seventeen public and private Higher Education institutions that offer design 

education in South Africa, Botswana and the United Kingdom. The Hybrid format of the conference 

resulted in over 160 conference registrations over the course of the two days of the conference.  

All abstracts and full papers for the conference and subsequent publication were selected using a 

double-blind peer review process, which ensured that both authors and reviewers remained 

anonymous during the process. The double-blind peer review of the full paper was completed prior 

to the conference by a group of academics drawn from 35 institutions representing the disciplines of 

Architecture, Communication Design, Education, Fashion Design, Fine Art, Graphic Design, Jewellery 

Design, Interior Design, Photography and Visual Studies. A list of the peer reviewers is included in the 

Conference Proceedings. Authors received feedback in the form of peer review reports. 

Improvements and corrections to papers could be implemented prior to the conference but were 

necessary for acceptance in the Conference Proceedings. Authors were asked to reflect and report on 

the reviewers’ comments by highlighting the changes that they made in response to the report. 

Ultimately, 59 papers have been published in the 18th DEFSA Conference Proceedings. 

We hereby confirm that:  

1. A variety of public and private Institutions of Higher Education in South Africa offering Design 

Education contributed to the compilation of papers in this conference proceeding. 

2. More than 63% of papers presented at the conference and published in the conference 

proceeding emanate from various public and private Institutions of Higher Education in South 

Africa offering Design Education, aligning to DHET requirements of more than 60% of 

contributions to the conference proceedings must emanate from multiple institutions. 

3. The 68 peer reviewers, all of which are design educators, are from various design disciplines 

in a variety of public and private Institutions of Higher Education in South Africa. 

4. A rigorous double-blind peer review was adopted for both the abstracts and the final 

presented and published papers. 

 

 
 

Dr. Kimberly Bediako         
DEFSA President (2023 - 2025)  
kbediako@uj.ac.za   
  

mailto:kbediako@uj.ac.za
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DEFSA MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 2023 - 2025 
President Dr Kimberly Bediako University of Johannesburg (UJ) 

Secretariat Mrs Antoinette Engelbrecht Private 

Web-manager Ms Dianne Volek InTouch24-7 

Committee members 

Mr Carl Ascroft Greenside Design Centre 

Ms Alexandra Balkanska Greenside Design Centre 

Ms Lizette Carstens Vega School 

Ms Sonali Chetty Durban University of Technology (DUT) 

Ms Ryna Cilliers 
Cape Peninsula University of Technology 

(CPUT) 

Prof Anneke De Klerk Vaal University of Technology (VUT) 

Dr Monica Di Ruvo 
Cape Peninsula University of Technology 

(CPUT) 

Dr Terence Fenn University of Johannesburg (UJ) 

Mr Peter Harrison Inscape Education Group 

Mr Hyacinthe Tonga Nelson Mandela University (NMU) 

Mrs Mieke Janse van 
Rensburg 

Nelson Mandela University (NMU) 

Mr Mohammed Jogie Tshwane University of Technology (TUT) 

Dr Patrick Moremoholo Central University of Technology (CUT) 

Ms Nina Newman Tshwane University of Technology (TUT) 

Ms Terese Potgieter STADIO Higher Education 

Mrs Tarryn Rennie Nelson Mandela University (NMU) 

Dr Safia Salaam Professional member 

Dr Mariette Strydom University of South Africa (UNISA) 

Ms Heidi Svendsen STADIO Higher Education 

Dr Ria Van Zyl Vega School 

Ms Xolisa Ndovela Durban University of Technology (DUT) 

 

Conference Organising Committee 

The DEFSA 2025 Conference Organising Committee (DEFSA25 Org Com) is established by the 

conference hosts and consists of members of the DEFSA Executive Committee and members from the 

host institutions of the conference. The DEFSA25 Org Com reports progress on the conference at each 

DEFSA Executive Management Committee meeting. For the DEFSA 2025 conference, the hosts were 

Nelson Mandela University in cooperation with AFDA. 

 

Chair Person Dr Kimberly Bediako UJ, DEFSA Committee member 

Secretariat Mrs Antoinette Engelbrecht DEFSA office bearer 

Web-manager Ms Dianne Volek InTouch24-7 
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Committee members 

Prof Anneke De Klerk VUT, DEFSA Committee member 

Ms Sonali Chetty DUT, DEFSA Committee member 

Mr Peter Harrison 
Inscape Education Group, DEFSA 

Committee member 

Mr Hyacinthe Tonga NMU, DEFSA Committee member 

Mrs Mieke Janse van Rensburg NMU, DEFSA Committee member 

Mr Mohammed Jogie TUT, DEFSA Committee member 

Mrs Tarryn Rennie NMU, DEFSA Committee member 

Ms Orisha Ferndale NMU 

Mrs Nomfundo Zwane NMU 

Ms Cwayita Swana NMU 

Mr Nii Botchway NMU 

Mr Bentley van Wyk NMU 

Mr Jonathan van der Walt NMU 

Ms Faizah Samaai NMU 

Ms Orisha Ferndale NMU 

Mrs Nomfundo Zwane NMU 

Mr Simon Pienaar AFDA 

 

 

Conference Editorial Committee 

Committee Member Affiliated Institution Highest Qualification Role 

Dr Kimberly Bediako 
University of 

Johannesburg 

PhD Communication 

(UNISA) 
Lecturer 

Dr S Salaam Private PhD Education (UCT) 
Educational 

Consultant 

Prof Runette Kruger 
Durban University of 

Technology  
PhD Visual Studies (UP) Research Associate 

Dr Monica Di Ruvo 

Cape Peninsula 

University of 

Technology 

Doctor of Technology in 

Design 

Senior Lecturer and 

HoD: Applied Design 

Ms Ryna Cilliers 

Cape Peninsula 

University of 

Technology 

MFA (UCT) Lecturer 

 


