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Introduction –  
Conference overview and publication of proceedings 

The 8th International DEFSA Conference was hosted by the IIE Vega School and the Cape 
Peninsula University of Technology from the 9th to the 10th of September 2019 on the Vega 
campus in Cape Town South Africa. The broad theme of the conference addressed DESIGNED 
FUTURES: Design educators interrogating the future of design knowledge, research and 
education. The theme and subcategories of design knowledge, design research and 
postgraduate design education drew a broad range of responses from the design education 
community. A workshop on postgraduate education and supervision was held and for the 
first time, and research posters of postgraduate work were displayed at the conference. 

A call for abstracts was published on the DEFSA web site and circulated to member 
institutions in August of 2018. This resulted in the submission of 90 abstracts – an increase 
of 41% on the previous conference held in 2017. The abstracts were evaluated using a 
double-blind, peer-review process that involved 41 peer reviewers. The review process was 
managed through the DEFSA online system, ensuring the anonymity of the authors and 
reviewers. Posters abstracts received from postgraduate students received automatic entry 
to the conference. Of the 90 abstracts received, one was withdrawn, and 50 presentations 
and one poster presentation were approved through the peer-review process. Ultimately, 
46 presentations took place at the conference, and 14 posters were displayed.  

For the conference proceedings, 44 full papers were submitted for double-blind peer review, 
two were withdrawn, 13 were rejected, and 29 were accepted for publication. Acceptance 
of full papers for the proceedings was based on a second, double-blind peer-review process. 
Authors received letters indicating acceptance or not. The online double-blind peer review 
of the full papers ensured that each paper was reviewed by two peer reviewers. Where 
necessary, a third reviewer was asked by the editors to review papers that had conflicting 
outcomes from the two original reviewers. Based on the reviews, individual papers required 
revisions that were indicated in a feedback document. Ultimately, 29 papers and one poster 
are published in the 2019 DEFSA Conference Proceedings. 

Keynote speaker 

Andrew Morrison, Director of the Centre for Design Research at the Oslo School of 
Architecture and Design, leads design research projects on Communication and Interaction 
Design. These projects include collaborations on service, systems and product design for the 
Institute of Urbanism and Landscape at AHO. His work includes design writing, fiction and 
criticism, and design and technology critiques. His recent publications include Inside 
Multimodal Composition (2010), Exploring Digital Design (2010) and Futures and Design 
Studies. He has co-authored books on doctoral design education and the network city. 
Morrison has also coordinated the AHO PhD School, supervised and examined widely and is 
on the board of several international journals. Prominent projects that Morrison has been 
involved in include YOUrban, co-chairing the Design + Power NORDES 2017, participating in 
the Anticipation 2017 Conference and leading the AHO Research Review 2014-2017. He will 
be chairing the 3rd International Conference on Anticipation in Oslo in autumn 2019. 
Morrison’s presentation incorporated language, visuals and concepts to provide a unique 
perspective on futures and an interdisciplinary approach to addressing design problems. The 
topics that he addressed resonated with similar challenges experienced in Southern Africa. 
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Foreword by the editors  
Herman Botes and Susan Giloi  

The 2019 DEFSA conference proceedings reflect the conference theme that challenged 
design educators and researchers to consider how design education will be impacted by 
technology, a global economy, societal changes and a response to the damaged 
environment. Authors were asked to reflect on how design education might prepare 
students for an unpredictable future in which they will have to rapidly acquire new 
knowledge, learn new skills and adapt to new contexts and cultures. A further question 
posed was how design research and postgraduate studies might support the production of 
new design knowledge for a rapidly changing world. 

This collection of twenty-six papers selected for publication in the conference proceedings, 
strongly reflect design as a discipline with the characteristics of what Bernstein refers to as a 
region. Regions face inwardly to disciplinary knowledge and outwardly to the real world, 
both facets influence curriculum design, pedagogy, assessment and research. The various 
design disciplines face inwardly in consideration of disciplinary knowledge and procedures 
and face outward to the world of work, extended contexts and evolving technologies. 
Although design education has always had to accommodate these two influences, the papers 
in this collection reveal future details of how two facets impact what design education is and 
what it might be in the future.  

In considering the many exterior contextual influences on design, education papers in the 
proceedings explore the demands of preparing graduates for professional practice where 
soft-skills, business and entrepreneurship know-how prepare them for the commercial 
world. However, a commercial context is not the only consideration as papers provide insight 
into how design students should be faithful to their local culture and have greater agency 
over their learning. In ‘becoming’ a designer culture, there are elements that should be 
acknowledged, namely, gender, climate change, sustainability and new design processes that 
include community and user participation in the design process. The push and pull of context 
on curricula are clearly illustrated in studies that explore where graduates are employed and 
how students might be encouraged to think critically and creatively.  

The papers focused on research and postgraduate education, paint a picture of the limited 
number of design master’s and doctoral graduates and the impact that this might have on 
design education moving forward. The unique approaches found in design research, such as 
practice-based and practice-led research, result in challenges for design educators when 
negotiating institutional policies, ethical clearance procedures and acceptable forms of 
research outputs. In addition, authors consider how design thinking, the application of 
theory in practice and research supervision may enhance postgraduate study and even 
provide richness to other areas such as staff development.  

The papers in this collection establish the significance of the research conducted on design 
education and how a publication, such as these proceedings, contributes to the building of 
knowledge in this rather unique field of education. The proceedings, which are provided on 
an open platform, reaffirm the importance of DEFSA as an organisation that circulates new 
knowledge of benefit to design educators in Southern Africa and to design educators 
elsewhere. 

We wish to thank all those who were involved in organising the DEFSA conference and the 
publishing of the papers. 

Herman Botes and Susan Giloi 

Editors  
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